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Verbal multi-word expressions are far more multifaceted than prose phrases and idioms, e.g. Plato, 

Republic, 364a ἐξ ἑνὸς στόματος ὑμνοῦσιν ‘to sing from the same hymn sheet / to agree’. For the 

PARSEME Ancient Greek corpus (www.ancientgreekmwe.com/), we are annotating a corpus of literary 

classical Attic historiography, oratory, and philosophical prose using the Natural-Language-Processing-

inspired PARSEME 1.3 guidelines (https://parsemefr.lis-lab.fr/parseme-st-

guidelines/1.3/index.php?page=home). However, verbal multi-word expressions are highly susceptible 

to diachronic, diatopic, and diastratic developments (e.g. Tronci 2017, Fendel 2023, Squeri 2024). 

Therefore, this workshop looks beyond the current corpus and specifically at multi-word expressions in 

verse, thus adding stylistic variation to the complications, e.g. when variation of an established idiom 

is creatively done for comic effect (cf. German jemandem demokratischen Sand in die Augen streuen). 
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